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CONFERENCE WILL EXPLORE CREATIVITY
MISSOULA—
Anyone wishing to celebrate and explore the value of creativity may 
participate in a conference on the creative person at the University of Montana 
from July 20 to 31.
"The conference will be a celebration of creativity in everyone in every­
place," said CarolAnn Russell, Missoula poet, program manager at the UM Center 
for Continuing Education, and director of the conference. "It will examine what 
can be done to support creativity in all parts of life, rather than that limited 
to art in an art gallery."
Featured guests of the conference will include James Welch, Montana author 
of "Winter in the Blood" and "The Death of Jim Loney"; Sheridan Gibney, academy 
award-winning screenwriter and playwright; Katrin Janecke-Gibney, who has adapted 
numerous plays for German theatre; and Maxine Kumin, poet and novelist who succeeds 
William Meredith as Consultant in Poetry in English to the Library of Congress.
Kumin, whose works include "Up Country," which won the 1973 Pulitzer Prize 
for poetry, and "To Make a Prairie: Essays on Poets, Poetry and Country Living," 
will deliver the key-note presentation on Thursday, July 23, at 8 p.m. in room 356 
of the Social Science building on the UM campus.
In addition to these guests, persons’involved in all forms of creative work 
will be featured. Dance, mime, visual art, film, music and written works will all 
be included as celebrations of creativity during the 10-day conference.
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The public is invited to attend any or all of these free events, as well as 
a community panel discussion on Friday, July 31, at 3:30 p.m. in the Missoula 
County Library. The panel will respond to the conference presentations by address 
ing the problems creative people face and what can be done to provide support for 
creativity in today's world.
Panel members include James Welch; Katrin Janecke-Gibney; Dennis Voss and 
Richard Reinholtz, UM educators and artists; Dana Boussard, sculptor; Bill Pratt, 
blacksmith and community organizer for the Montana Arts Council; and the Rev. Don 
Guthrie and Sue Talbot from the Missoula community. Sister Kathryn Martin, dean 
of the UM School of Fine Arts, will act as moderator.
The conference on the creative person is funded in part by a grant from the 
Montana Committee for the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.
###
NOTE: A complete schedule of conference events is enclosed. All events are free
and open to the public.
